
Have you ever been “deceived”? Tell the story.

On Sunday, we mentioned three “entry points” into spiritual error that Satan uses to 
lead people astray: desire for Secret Knowledge, desire to be on the Inside Track, and 
desire for Unique Significance. Which of these is most tempting to you?

Can you think of other ways people get deceived?

THE LETTER TO PERGAMUM (REV 2:12-17) 
๏ The double-edged sword symbolizes both the truth of God’s Word and the power 

of life and death. 

๏ “Where Satan has his throne” refers to the many temples to gods and emperors. 

๏ “In the days of Antipas” refers to one martyred likely for disloyalty to Caesar. 

๏ The Nicolaitans were likely similar to Balaamites. 

Teachings of Balaam 
Read Numbers 31:16. What did Balaam teach?

What was the result?

Why do you think Balaam was so effective?

Jesus’ Reaction 
What did Jesus say about the followers of Balaam?

What did Jesus say needed to be done?

APPLICATION 
Following Jesus means faithfulness to the truth—his name and his word.

What does faithfulness to the name look like for Christians in America?

What does faithfulness to the Word look like for Christians in America?

Is this talking about the red letters only or the whole Bible? Why or why not?

Jesus Promised Three things 

๏ MANNA: Only Jesus has the “secret” nourishment. 

๏ WHITE STONE: Only Jesus has the invitations. 

๏ NEW NAME: Only Jesus offers real identity. 

Which is most attractive to you?

Have you ever been “deceived”? Tell the story.

On Sunday, we mentioned three “entry points” into spiritual error that Satan uses to 
lead people astray: desire for Secret Knowledge, desire to be on the Inside Track, and 
desire for Unique Significance. Which of these is most tempting to you?

Can you think of other ways people get deceived?

THE LETTER TO PERGAMUM (REV 2:12-17) 
๏ The double-edged sword symbolizes both the truth of God’s Word and the power 

of life and death. 

๏ “Where Satan has his throne” refers to the many temples to gods and emperors. 

๏ “In the days of Antipas” refers to one martyred likely for disloyalty to Caesar. 

๏ The Nicolaitans were likely similar to Balaamites. 

Teachings of Balaam 
Read Numbers 31:16. What did Balaam teach?

What was the result?

Why do you think Balaam was so effective?

Jesus’ Reaction 
What did Jesus say about the followers of Balaam?

What did Jesus say needed to be done?

APPLICATION 
Following Jesus means faithfulness to the truth—his name and his word.

What does faithfulness to the name look like for Christians in America?

What does faithfulness to the Word look like for Christians in America?

Is this talking about the red letters only or the whole Bible? Why or why not?

Jesus Promised Three things 

๏ MANNA: Only Jesus has the “secret” nourishment. 

๏ WHITE STONE: Only Jesus has the invitations. 

๏ NEW NAME: Only Jesus offers real identity. 

Which is most attractive to you?

Jeff Mikels Week of May 10, 2009 

Losing My Religion: Religion is Deceptive 
TAKE TO HEART WHAT IS WRITTEN... BECAUSE THE TIME IS NEAR. — REV 1:3 
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